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Information Disclosure Statement 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be considered material 
to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 
37C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of publication, 
the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing 
date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not in issue. Applicants 
have listed publication dates on the attached PTO-1449 based on information presently available 
to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be construed as an 
admission that the information was actually published on the date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material submitted 
herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will consider information that had been cited 
by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application relied on under 35 
U.S.C. § 120. 1138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

[ ] 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 

U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. 
No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

[X] 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 

the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

[ ] a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1). 

[ ] b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

[X] c. Attached is our Check No. 3445 in the amount of $180.00 in payment of 

the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 
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[ ] 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 

the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. It is hereby requested that the 
Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Attached is our Check No. 3445 
in the amount of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i). 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(d). 

[ ] a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1). 

[ ] b. I hereby state that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 

Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 
[ ] c. An accompanying petition requesting consideration of this Information 

Disclosure Statement and the petition fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) 
are included with this communication. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d)(2) & (3). 
[ ] 4. Relevance of the non-English language document(s) is discussed in the present 

specification. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3). 
[X] 5. A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language document(s) 

appears below in Appendix A. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3). 
[X] 6. Some documents were cited in corresponding foreign applications. 

[X] 7. The Examiner's attention is directed to Applicants' co-pending U.S. Patent 

Applications that are directed to related technical subject matter. The 
identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be construed as a waiver of 
secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of the present application as a 
patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited application 
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and the art cited therein during examination. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). Attached hereto 
is Appendix B listing Applicants' related applications, and Appendix C that lists 
the prior art previously cited by the PTO in those applications. 



[X]l. 



Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in Applicants' 
Applications listed in Appendix D which are relied upon for an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.98(d). Applicants submit Appendix E which contains a list of all 
references not hereto previously cited in the instant application. 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO- 1449, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered. 

A single set of copied references required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a) have been submitted in 
conjunction with this communication in Applicant's application number 08/1 13,329 in 
compliance with the PTO's instructions in the First Office Action of the above referenced 
application. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency, 
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 50-0206. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 1U 2001 
HUNTON & WILLIAMS 

1900 K Street, NW, 
12 th Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20006 




Registration No. 27,836 
Donald J. Lecher 



Registration No. 41,933 
Attorneys for Applicants 
Tel: (202) 955-1938 
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Hamburger et al. 
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July 11, 1972 


Beck 
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Gabriel 
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Weinberg 
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Reuter 
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August 18, 1981 
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August 25, 1981 
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September 26, 1979 




4,287,592 


September 1, 1981 
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May 23, 1979 
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September 8, 1981 
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October 31, 1979 




4,314,367 


February 2, 1982 


Bakka et al. 


370/422 


January 17, 1980 




4,316,055 


February 16, 1982 


Feistel 


380/37 


December 30, 1976 


1 


4,316,245 


February 16, 1982 


Luu et al. 


709/106 


December 7, 1978 




4,317,215 


February 23, 1982 


Tabata et al. 


725/131 


September 11,1 979 




4,318,125 


March 2, 1982 


Shutterly 


380/236 


April 25, 1979 




4,319,079 


March 9, 1982 


Best 


713/190 


January 17, 1980 




4,322,745 


March 30, 1982 


Saeki et al. 


380/242 


March 21, 1980 




4,323,921 


April 6, 1982 


Guillou 


705/53 


January 23, 1980 




4,323,922 


January 6, 1982 


de Toonder et al. 


380/226 


December 17, 1979 




4,325,078 


April 13, 1982 


Seatom et al. 


380/230 


November 20, 1979 




4,329,675 


May 11, 1982 


Van Hulle 


725/32 


September 23, 1980 




4,329,684 


May 11, 1982 


Monteath et al. 


345/180 


January 15, 1980 




4,330,794 


May 18, 1982 


Sherwood 


380/206 


February 25, 1980 




4,332,980 


June 1, 1982 


Reynolds et al. 


370/259 


May 30, 1980 




4,334,242 


June 8, 1982 


Mangold 


386/46 


January 14, 1980 
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4,336,553 


June 22, 1982 


den Toonder et al. 


380/206 


May 14, 1980 




4,336,559 


June 22, 1982 


Koyama et al. 


260/73.05 


November 9, 1978 




4,337,480 


June 29, 1982 


Bourassin et al. 


348/552 


February 8, 1980 




4,338,628 


July 6, 1982 


Payne et al. 


380/213 


December 19, 1979 
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July 13, 1982 
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December 17, 1979 




4,340,903 


July 20, 1982 
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August 6, 1980 
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August 3, 1982 


Schrock et al. 
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June 9, 1979 
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Lee et al. 
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October 14, 1980 
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October 5, 1 982 
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380/206 
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380/228 


June 11, 1980 
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November 23, 1982 
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August 7, 1978 
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November 30, 1982 


Asip et al. 
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January 4, 1980 




4,361,877 


November 30, 1982 


Dyer et al. 
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February 5, 1980 




4,364,081 


December 14, 1982 


Hashimoto et al. 


348/617 


April 16, 1981 




4,365,110 


December 21, 1982 


Lee et al. 


380/28 


June 5, 1979 




4,367,548 


January 4, 1983 


Cotten, Jr. et al. 
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April 10, 1980 




4,367,557 


January 4, 1983 


Stern et al. 


725/149 


May 25, 1979 
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January 11, 1983 
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348/617 


June 22, 1981 




4,368,486 


January 11, 1983 


Degoulet et al. 


348/598 


February 25, 1981 




4,374,437 


February 15, 1983 


Citta et al. 


455/164.2 


December 29, 1980 




4,375,579 


March 1, 1983 


Davida et al. 


380/28 


January 30, 1980 




4,375,651 


March 1, 1983 


Templin et al. 


348/731 
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March 29, 1983 


Murto, el al. 
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Block et al. 
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March 3, 1982 
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360/15 


September 14, 1981 
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November 1, 1983 


Riggle et al. 


714/765 


July 24, 1981 
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November 15, 1983 
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379/43 


April 3, 1981 




4,422,093 


December 20, 1983 


Pargee, Jr. 


725/115 


January 27, 1983 




4,424,532 


January 3, 1984 


den Toonder et al. 


380/226 


May 9, 1983 
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4,425,581 


January 10, 1984 


Schweppe et al. 


348/510 


April 17, 1981 




4,433,207 


February 21, 1984 


Best 


713/190 


September 10, 1981 




4,434,323 


February 28, 1984 


Levine et al. 


380/260 


June 29, 1981 
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February 28, 1984 
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July 13, 1981 
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March 31, 1981 




4,439,784 


March 23, 1984 
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725/25 


September 26, 1980 
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Wargo 
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Mollier 
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March 12, 1981 




4,467,356 


August 21, 1984 


McCoy 


348/385.1 


September 24, 1981 




4,471,163 


September 11, 1984 


Donald et al. 


705/55 


October 5, 1981 




4,471,164 


September 11, 1984 


Henry 


380/30 


October 13, 1981 




4,472,801 


September 18, 1984 


Huang 


370/41 1 


March 28, 1983 




4,473,824 


September 25, 1984 


Claytor 


340/825.27 


July 22, 1983 




4,475,123 


October 2, 1984 


Dumbauld et al. 


380/211 


April 2, 1981 




4,484,218 


November 20, 1984 


Boland et al. 


725/131 


April 29, 1981 




4,486,853 


December 4, 1984 


Parsons 


345/418 


April 1, 1981 




4,492,820 


January 8, 1985 


Kennard et al. 


379/46 


October 24, 1980 




4,500,987 


February 19, 1985 


Hasegawa 


370/462 


November 23, 1982 
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March 19, 1985 


Walter 


359/118 


May 25, 1983 




4,513,174 


April 23, 1985 


Herman 


711/214 


March 19, 1981 




4,518,989 


May 21, 1985 


Yabiki et al. 


725/92 


September 30, 1982 




4,528,588 


July 9, 1985 


Lofberg 


340/5.1 


May 18, 1982 




4,528,589 


July 9, 1985 


Block et al. 


380/241 


February 1, 1984 




4,538,176 


August 27, 1985 


Nakajima et al. 


725/119 


November 26, 1979 




4,567,359 


January 28, 1986 


Lockwood 


235/381 


May 24, 1984 




4,580,134 


April 1, 1986 


Campbell et al. 


345/152 


November 16, 1982 




4,593,353 


June 3, 1986 


Pickholtz 


705/55 


October 26, 1981 




4,598,288 


July 1, 1986 


Yarbrough et al. 


340/5.74 


December 20, 1983 




4,599,644 


July 8, 1986 


Fischer 


725/21 


October 25, 1984 




4,611,227 


September 9, 1986 


Brockhurst et al. 


348/468 


November 22, 1982 




4,614,971 


September 30, 1986 


Maney et al. 


348/466 


January 5, 1983 




4,631,585 


December 23, 1986 


Wine 


348/510 


May 7, 1984 




4,636,851 


January 13, 1987 


Drury et al. 


380/215 


December 12, 1983 




4,647,974 


March 3, 1987 


Butler et al. 


358/185 


April 12, 1985 




4,677,552 


June 30, 1987 


Sibley, Jr. 


705/37 


October 5, 1984 




4,677,685 


June 30, 1987 


Kurisu 


725/151 


July 16, 1985 




4,680,797 


July 14, 1986 


Benke et al. 


704/211 


June 26, 1984 




4,682,292 


July 21, 1987 


Bue et al. 


701/35 


July 23, 1984 




4,688,105 


August 18, 1987 


Bloch et al. 


386/38 


May 10, 1985 




4,689,661 


August 25, 1987 


Barbieri et al. 


375/240.01 


June 22, 1981 




4,706,109 


November 10, 1987 


Murray 


348/481 


May 30, 1985 
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4,706,282 


November 10, 1987 


Knowd 


713/168 


December 23, 1985 




4,742,516 


May 3, 1988 


Yamaguchi 


370/312 


January 10, 1986 




4,742,543 


May 3, 1988 


Fredericksen 


380/237 


July 10, 1986 




4,744,080 


May 10, 1988 


Brennand et al. 


380/212 


February 27, 1986 




4,748,619 


May 31, 1988 


Vigarie et al. 


370/349 


February 20, 1987 




4,772,887 


September 20, 1988 


Dunkerton 


340/825.48 


August 5, 1983 




4,774,583 


September 27, 1988 


Kellar et al. 


348/585 


February 6, 1985 




4,782,387 


November 1, 1988 


Sabri et al. 


375/240.21 


December 9, 1986 




4,809,267 


February 28, 1989 


Higuchi et al. 


370/460 


June 29, 1987 




4,814,756 


March 21, 1989 


Chauvel 


345/565 


January 28, 1987 




4,831,526 


May 16, 1989 


Luchs et al. 


705/4 


April 22, 1986 




4,835,777 


May 30, 1989 


DeLuca, et al. 


714/822 


January 7, 1987 




4,908,713 


March 13, 1990 


Levine 


386/83 


June 29, 1988 




4,942,616 


July 7, 1990 


Linstroth et al. 


704/275 


September 9, 1985 




4,963,994 


October 16, 1990 


Levine 


386/83 


February 23, 1990 




RE 31,182 


March 15, 1983 


Crager et al. 


178/3 


October 11, 1979 




RE 31,735 


November 13, 1984 


Davidson 


380/235 


July 26, 1982 




RE 32,326 


January 6, 1987 


Nagel et al. 


348/463 


May 19, 1983 
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